Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, replies to a letter
from Benjamin Banneker, August 30, 1791.
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To Mr. BENJAMIN BANNEKER.

Philadelphia, Augult 30, 1791. |
S1IR, ' -A-

THANK you, fincerely, for your letter of

the 19th inftant, and for the Almanac it con-
tained. No body wifhes more than I do, to fee
fuch proofs as you exhibit, that nature has given
to our black brethren talents equal to thofe of
the other colors of men; and that the appear-
ance of the want of them, is owing merely to
the degraded condition of their cxiftence, both
in Africa and America. 1 can add with truth, |
that no body wifhes more ardently to fee a good |
fyftem commenced, for raifing the condition, both'
of their body and mind, to what it ought to be,
as far as the imbecility of their prefent exiftence,
and other circum®ances, which cannot be ne-
clecled, will admit.

[ have taken the liberty of fending your Al-
manac to Monfieur de Condozett, Secretary of the
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Academy of Sciences at Paris, and Member of
the Philanthropic Society, becaufe I conficered
it as a document, to which your whole color kad
a right for their juftification, againft the doubts
which have been entertained of them.

I am with great efteem, Sir,
Your moft obedient

Humble Servant,

THOMAS JEFFERSON,



